
German Parties’ Energy & Climate Policy Positions for 2017 Parliamentary Elections  

Coal exit ˙  “Long term” exit (no dates) to replace fossil 
fuels with renewables by end of century as 
pledged by G7 states 2015

˙  Chancellor Merkel: economic alternatives  
for affected regions prerequisite 

˙  Acknowledge “structural economic change” in 
coal regions but preserve “industrial tradition” 
with renewable energy jobs

˙  Parliamentary group: “gradual reduction” of 
coal power necessary (no dates)

˙  Adopt “Coal Exit Law”: “Speedy” and “socially 
cushioned” coal exit starting in 2018 and com-
pleted by 2035

˙  “Structural economic change” fund worth 
€250 mln annually 

˙  Initiate “irreversible” coal exit after election
˙  Immediately shut down 20 dirtiest coal 
plants and complete exit by 2030

˙  “Coal exit law” to ensure social security

˙  Fossil energy sources “indispensable for 
foreseeable future”

˙  Market forces to shape energy supply struc-
ture

˙  Using “modern”  coal plants “indispensable 
for foreseeable future” 

˙  Coal emissions not bad for climate 

Internal 
combustion 
engines (ICE) 
/ e-cars

˙  No general ICE bans; individual solutions  
for polluted cities and “expand” e-car use

˙  Diesel engines remain important CO2-saver 
until e-car better established

˙  Merkel: ICE ban is “right approach” but  
timing unclear

˙  No bans; pollutant-free mobility by 2050
˙  Support tighter EU car emissions limits
˙  Chancellor candidate Schulz: Make Germa-
ny e-car “lead market” through European  
quota; diesel and natural gas engines remain 
“bridge technologies”

˙  Abolish “subsidies” for diesel fuel
˙  No buyers’ premium for e-cars but support 
e-mobility in public transport and for frequent 
drivers

˙  Support “zero CO2 car emissions” by 2030

˙  Ban ICEs for new car registrations by 2030
˙  Support municipalities financially in shift to 
electric vehicles

˙  Tax high CO2 and NOx levels of cars

˙  E-car quota and ICE ban not helpful to  
climate protection

˙  Abolish e-car buyers’ premium

˙  End “subsidies” for and “discrimination” of 
diesel engines

˙  Abolish “non-effective” low-emissions zones 
in cities

˙  No support for e-mobility 

Mobility / 
transport 
concepts

˙  Keep Germany “Car Country No. 1” and take 
leadership in connected and autonomous 
driving

˙  Introduce uniform digital public transport 
ticket across the country 

˙  “Germany needs a transport transition”
˙  Increase federal support for public transport 
systems in line with demand

˙  Foster car sharing and on-demand bus  
services

˙  Double train use by 2030 

˙  Initiate a “social-ecologic” mobility transition 
with rail services at centre 

˙  Invest in railroads and bike lanes instead of 
motorways

˙  Federal funds to introduce “new engines” in 
public transport

˙  Tight speed limit on highways and in cities

˙  Lead mobility away from private car 
˙  Invest heavily in bike infrastructure
˙  Make all public transport services in Germa-
ny usable with one ticket

˙  Advance digitalisation of transport system
˙  Use autonomous vehicles and drones to 
supply rural areas

˙  Integrate all means of transport in “Federal 
Transportation Plan”

Energy  
transition 
funding

˙  Continue to introduce more  
“market economy” principles to energy  
transition

˙  Examine “alternative funding models” for 
energy transition

˙  Renewables auctions “expensive, risky and 
complicated” for citizen projects

˙  Add “social” components to Renewables Act (EEG)
˙  Abolish “unjustified” industry rebates
˙  Set up “Energiewende fund” to ease customer 
costs

˙  Introduce mandatory CO2 floor price and 
“honest” carbon pricing “beyond” ETS 

˙  Reduce EEG surcharge and abolish power tax
˙  “Free” renewables projects from “auction 
constraint” 

˙  Reduce industry rebates “to a minimum”

˙  Introduce market principles “with all  
opportunities and risks” to renewable energy 
projects and stop new “subsidies”

˙  End EEG’s feed-in and remuneration mecha-
nism for renewable energy sources   

˙  End EEG “without substitution” 

Renewables 
expansion

˙  Stick to “binding” expansion path decided on 
in past legislative period to ensure planning 
security 

˙  Expand transmission grid network by 2023; 
accelerated grid expansion “priority” 

˙  Expand and modernise transmission and distri-
bution grids

˙  Parliamentary group: “Substantially increase” 
expansion goals to meet 2020 climate goals; 
stop turning off wind turbines for “feed-in 
management” to avoid grid overload 

˙  Billions of euros of further investments in 
expansion necessary

˙  Achieve 100% renewables by 2040
˙  Counter need for grid expansion by advancing 
decentralised energy generation solutions

˙  Achieve 100 % renewables in power sector 
by 2030

˙  Abolish “expansion brake” and bring con-
struction in line with Paris Agreement goals 

˙  Support municipalities with environmentally 
friendly grid expansion 

˙  Abolish long-term expansion plans and let 
demand and supply determine path

˙  Ensure grid expansion on par with renew-
ables

˙  Introduce national “10H-rule” for wind tur-
bines

˙  Cut back renewables support
˙  Wind power expansion speed “overstrains 
citizens and businesses” 

Storage  
solutions

˙  Maintain current research and support  
efforts

˙  Restart of battery cell production in Germany 

˙  Provide federal funding for developing and 
manufacturing batteries and other storage 
technologies such as power-to-x

˙  Expand storage capacities to decrease need for 
grid expansion

˙  Advance European energy union and share 
storage and generation capacities 

˙  Reform power market to create incentives 
for storing or transforming electricity into gas 
and heat

˙  No mention ˙  No mention 

Climate  
protection

˙  Stick to current Climate Action Plan (CAP) 
goals and implement them “step by step”

˙  Use market tools to achieve goals
˙  Climate protection efforts must not lead to 
jobs moving to countries with lower  
standards

˙  Introduce national Climate Protection Law and 
step up CAP ambitions 

˙  Climate protection “means safeguarding peace 
and international solidarity” 

˙  Stick to achieving 2020 targets and “further 
develop” CAP in dialogue with industry

˙  Erase environmentally harmful subsidies 
˙  Develop common European “climate diploma-
cy” to push global energy transition

˙    Introduce national Climate Protection Law
˙   Introduce financial transaction tax of 0.1 % and 
invest earnings (€ 30 bln) in climate protection

˙  Federal funds to assist municipalities in imple-
menting national climate protection standards  

˙  Introduce national Climate Protection Law 
with “binding and projectable goals”  

˙  Introduce “honest” CO2 pricing beyond emis-
sions trading

˙  No national “special path” in climate protec-
tion; shape and follow international agree-
ments with “realistic” goals and no market 
intervention

˙  No long-term sector targets as conditions 
may change

˙  Advocate a global CO2 price

˙  Leave Paris Agreement and end all interna-
tional decarbonisation and climate protec-
tion efforts

European 
Emissions 
Trading  
System (ETS) 

˙  No mention ˙  Initiate reform of ETS to “allow it to fulfil its 
central climate protection role”

˙  Start talks on European CO2 floor price if ETS 
reform fails 

˙  Parliamentary group: Avoid “carbon leakage” 
and take effects of national instruments into 
account; allow member states to reduce certif-
icate supply if demand falls 

˙  Erase “three billion” excess ETS CO2 certificates
˙  Abolish “industry rebates” in ETS 

˙  Increase CO2 price by deleting excess ETS 
certificates and end allocation free of charge; 
use additional funds for further climate pro-
tection efforts

˙  Strive to make Paris emissions reduction 
targets binding across EU 

˙  Reform ETS for “cost-efficient emissions re-
duction” and expand it to construction and 
transport sector

˙  Strive for integration of other regional  
emissions trading schemes, create global 
standards

˙  No CO2 floor price 

˙  No mention 

Energy  
efficiency

˙  Examine possibilities to ease strain on families 
from refurbishing costs

˙  Tax support for energetical retrofitting of 
buildings

˙  Make Germany “most energy efficient econo-
my in the world” and assist developing coun-
tries in taking efficiency measures

˙  Better integration of existing consulting  
services for energy efficiency 

˙  Stop support of oil heating systems and  
encourage use of climate-friendly construction 
materials such as wood 

˙   Favourable credit rates for ecologic  
construction 

˙  200-euro bonus for all households scrapping 
old, inefficient appliances

˙  “Climate housing benefits” for poorer house-
holds to encourage efficient use and avoid 
“energy poverty”

˙  “Fair heat” programme worth € 2 bln annual-
ly to refurbish cities and assist poorer house-
holds financially with extra funding 

˙  Introduce “top runner” principle across  
Europe to make most efficient electric appli-
ances binding standard 

˙  No mention ˙  No mention 

Citizens’  
energy

˙  No mention ˙  Support citizen energy cooperatives
˙  Enable municipalities to buy grid infrastructure 
back if supply security is ensured 

˙  Tenants should be able to benefit from own 
renewables power production

˙  Oblige investors to offer municipalities share 
in renewable energy and storage projects and 
enable energy cooperatives and municipalities 
to buy power grids 

˙  Aim for “shift of power” from energy compa-
nies to citizens

˙  Citizens active in energy transition and  
cooperatives “our most important allies”, 
drive decentralised expansion

˙  Easier regulation for tenant electricity 

˙  No mention  ˙  No mention 

All positions taken from party manifestos 
unless indicated otherwiseFactsheet

https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/btw17-reporting-general-elections-germany
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/when-will-germany-finally-ditch-coal
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-contemplates-coal-exit-germanys-poor-carbon-footprint/merkels-coal-exit
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/env-min-hendricks-nothing-less-transforming-our-society
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/coal-exit-elephant-room-vote-german-industry-heartland
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/renewables-expansion-caps-challenged-salt-cavern-batteries/massive-renewables-expansion-needed-supply-all-sectors-spd-parliamentary-group
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/spds-westphal-conditions-set-coal-exit-date-lacking
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/theres-no-way-around-coal-exit-law
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/greens-vow-fight-climate-adversaries-pope-urges-merkel-climate/well-take-fight-against-climate-adversaries
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/greens-call-transport-commission-climate-biggest-election-worry/no-coal-exit-conservative-liberal-coalition-after-general-elections
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/greens-call-transport-commission-climate-biggest-election-worry/no-coal-exit-conservative-liberal-coalition-after-general-elections
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/nuclear-exit-ruling-snubs-utilities-and-merkel-coal-curb-afd-0/slower-coal-exit-antidote-right-wing-populism
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/nuclear-exit-ruling-snubs-utilities-and-merkel-coal-curb-afd-0/slower-coal-exit-antidote-right-wing-populism
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/new-econ-minister-assumes-office-battery-cell-production-germany/regional-afd-politician-calls-climate-change-fiction
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energiewende-and-german-carmakers
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energiewende-and-german-carmakers
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energiewende-and-german-carmakers
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energiewende-and-german-carmakers
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/debate-over-end-combustion-engines-germany
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-rejects-e-car-quota-rwe-pay-special-dividend/merkel-rejects-schulzs-e-car-quota
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-stands-2020-e-car-goal-dhl-unveils-streetscooter-xl/merkel-has-not-given-2020-e-car-target
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-open-combustion-engine-ban-onshore-wind-prices-drop/merkel-signals-support-eventual-ban-combustion-engine
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/schulz-calls-eu-e-car-quota-need-increase-offshore-expansion/schulz-pushes-e-car-quota
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-rejects-e-car-quota-rwe-pay-special-dividend/federal-agency-get-rid-diesel-fuel-tax-privilege
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/federal-government-decides-4000-euro-buyers-premium-e-cars
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/diesel-popularity-drops-study-germanys-first-wind-park-turns-30/fix-end-date-combustion-engine-cars-after-coalition-talks-green-party-head
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/german-greens-make-coal-exit-fossil-car-ban-election-focus
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/german-greens-make-coal-exit-fossil-car-ban-election-focus
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energy-transition-and-germanys-transport-sector
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energy-transition-and-germanys-transport-sector
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energy-transition-and-germanys-transport-sector
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/trump-rages-against-wind-turbines-germany-powers-france/minister-calls-extra-industry-efforts-master-shift-towards-e-cars
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/germany-starts-offshore-wind-auctions-power-prices-near-record-high/environment-ministry-starts-pilot-projects-test-alternatives-cars-cities
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/swiss-reject-speedy-nuclear-exit-hackers-threat-power-supply/pro-rail-alliance-makes-key-demands-next-government
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/cdu-debates-ending-renewables-support-record-low-cross-border-pv-bids/cycling-offers-great-potential-green-mobility
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/cdu-debates-ending-renewables-support-record-low-cross-border-pv-bids/cycling-offers-great-potential-green-mobility
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/diesel-popularity-drops-study-germanys-first-wind-park-turns-30/public-transport-could-be-emissions-problem-solver-1-cities
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/digitalisation-energiewende
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/germany-ponders-how-finance-renewables-expansion-future
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/germany-ponders-how-finance-renewables-expansion-future
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/germany-ponders-how-finance-renewables-expansion-future
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/high-hopes-and-concerns-over-onshore-wind-power-auctions
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/eon-writes-billions-fossil-plants-diesel-car-bans-hold/comparing-energy-poverty-germany-other-countries
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/eon-writes-billions-fossil-plants-diesel-car-bans-hold/comparing-energy-poverty-germany-other-countries
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/german-carbon-tax-most-efficient-way-meet-climate-goals-study
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/citizens-energy-projects-dominate-first-onshore-wind-power-auction
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/citizens-energy-projects-dominate-first-onshore-wind-power-auction
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/german-lignite-plants-eus-top-polluters-free-democrats-attack-eeg/we-want-end-sustained-subsidies-system-eeg
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/severe-diesel-accusations-against-daimler-my-home-my-power-plant/cross-sector-association-alliance-calls-redistribution-energiewende-costs
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/severe-diesel-accusations-against-daimler-my-home-my-power-plant/cross-sector-association-alliance-calls-redistribution-energiewende-costs
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-focusses-power-grid-germans-back-diesel-bans/merkel-says-grid-expansion-absolute-priority-after-elections
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/renewables-expansion-caps-challenged-salt-cavern-batteries/massive-renewables-expansion-needed-supply-all-sectors-spd-parliamentary-group
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/spd-shuns-coal-exit-commitment-shipping-nuclear-waste/spd-shuns-coal-exit-commitment-points-other-sectors-decarbonisation
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/pilot-project-taps-batteries-blockchain-iron-out-renewable-power
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-focusses-power-grid-germans-back-diesel-bans/greens-irked-environmental-organisations-rejection-transmission-highway
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-focusses-power-grid-germans-back-diesel-bans/greens-irked-environmental-organisations-rejection-transmission-highway
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/even-g20-standstill-success-nrw-burns-more-lignite-us-wwf/wind-power-expansion-faces-political-hurdles-nrw
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/were-not-here-protect-german-carmakers
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/were-not-here-protect-german-carmakers
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/fighting-windmills-when-growth-hits-resistance
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/fighting-windmills-when-growth-hits-resistance
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/how-can-germany-keep-lights-renewable-energy-future
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/how-can-germany-keep-lights-renewable-energy-future
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/germany-china-appeal-us-climate-swiss-vote-energiewende/merkel-wants-new-battery-cells-germany
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/industry-criticises-energiewende-eu-ministers-debate-energy-union/eu-energy-ministers-debate-important-elements-energy-union
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/transport-biggest-contributor-emissions-rise-cities-want-e-buses/norway-germanys-battery
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/transport-biggest-contributor-emissions-rise-cities-want-e-buses/norway-germanys-battery
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energy-transition-and-climate-change
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energy-transition-and-climate-change
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/germanys-climate-action-plan-2050
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energy-transitions-effect-jobs-and-business
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energy-transitions-effect-jobs-and-business
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/spd-draft-calls-co2-floor-price-household-energy-use/spd-election-programme-draft-includes-co2-floor-price-climate-protection-law
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-contemplates-coal-exit-germanys-poor-carbon-footprint/germany-must-act-now-reach-its-2020-climate-protection-targets
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-wins-respect-g20-climate-result-b-summit
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/merkel-wins-respect-g20-climate-result-b-summit
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/greens-afd-publish-election-programme-nuclear-clean-details-agreed/ending-project-decarbonisation-and-abolishing-climate-action-plan-2050
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/greens-afd-publish-election-programme-nuclear-clean-details-agreed/ending-project-decarbonisation-and-abolishing-climate-action-plan-2050
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/greens-afd-publish-election-programme-nuclear-clean-details-agreed/ending-project-decarbonisation-and-abolishing-climate-action-plan-2050
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/understanding-european-unions-emissions-trading-system
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/understanding-european-unions-emissions-trading-system
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/understanding-european-unions-emissions-trading-system
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/understanding-european-unions-emissions-trading-system
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/govt-confirms-e-car-goal-despite-merkels-doubts-cop23-optimism/spd-ministers-argue-about-climate-policy-consequences
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/renewables-expansion-caps-challenged-salt-cavern-batteries/massive-renewables-expansion-needed-supply-all-sectors-spd-parliamentary-group
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/green-party-sets-coalition-conditions-indo-german-climate-alliance/call-eu-wide-co2-floor-price
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/green-party-sets-coalition-conditions-indo-german-climate-alliance/call-eu-wide-co2-floor-price
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/power-taxes-levies-reach-all-time-high-views-ets-reform-split/eu-parliaments-ets-reform-met-praise-and-chagrin-germany
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/power-taxes-levies-reach-all-time-high-views-ets-reform-split/eu-parliaments-ets-reform-met-praise-and-chagrin-germany
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energiewende-and-efficiency
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/energiewende-and-efficiency
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/nuclear-renewables-unhappy-bedfellows-national-diesel-summit/half-all-germans-plan-invest-energy-efficiency-survey
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/uniper-reports-32-bn-loss-final-nuclear-storage-search-revamped/spd-make-energy-efficiency-post-election-priority-warning-early-coal-phase-out
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/uniper-reports-32-bn-loss-final-nuclear-storage-search-revamped/spd-make-energy-efficiency-post-election-priority-warning-early-coal-phase-out
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/peoples-energiewende
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/peoples-energiewende
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/citizens-participation-energiewende
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/news/cabinet-adopts-tenant-power-law-coal-exit-without-climate-targets/two-thirds-tenants-want-locally-produced-power
https://www.cdu.de/system/tdf/media/dokumente/170703regierungsprogramm2017.pdf%3Ffile%3D1
https://www.die-linke.de/fileadmin/download/wahlen2017/wahlprogramm2017/die_linke_wahlprogramm_2017.pdf
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/dossiers/vote2017-german-elections-and-energiewende
https://www.spd.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Regierungsprogramm/SPD_Regierungsprogramm_BTW_2017_A5_RZ_WEB.pdf
https://www.gruene.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Dokumente/BUENDNIS_90_DIE_GRUENEN_Bundestagswahlprogramm_2017_barrierefrei.pdf
https://www.fdp.de/sites/default/files/uploads/2017/08/07/20170807-wahlprogramm-wp-2017-v16.pdf
https://www.afd.de/wp-content/uploads/sites/111/2017/06/2017-06-01_AfD-Bundestagswahlprogramm_Onlinefassung.pdf

